THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
ing from Berlin as fast as steam could bring him.
The mutinous regiments, once the certainty of
punishment could no longer be ignored, wore a
less jubilant aspect than in the first flush of
victory. They had shot down their officers and
caused the downfall of the Hilmi Government.
When the time drew near for them to pay the
price of their treason, their friends fell away from
them. The press, not unskilled in such quick
changes, went over to the other side. True, the
newly won freedom of the press was at a discount
during that week of terror, for the offices of more
than one newspaper friendly to the Committee
were sacked by the reactionaries. The beginning
of the end was apparent to all when the advance
guard of the avenging army occupied San Stefano,
a seaside suburb on the Marmora, thus for the
second time brought into historic fame.
To San Stefano, then, the interest shifted on
the 19th, and the next afternoon some of us
found the little station in the hands of gendarmes,
who kept back a surging crowd. So great,
indeed, was the rush to this otherwise homely
resort that a notice was posted in the Sirkeji
Station, in Stamboul, to the effect that only
those with business at San Stefano would be
allowed to leave the trains there, a measure
actually enforced the following day, though we
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